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In 1807 to 1808, the United States outlawed the slave

trade, and started prosecuting people who captured

new slaves and bring them into the country. However,

they would not outlaw owning slaves for several more

decades. Slaves that had been purchased before 1808

were still considered to be private property, and the

children of those slaves were not allowed to go free.

They were considered assets of the family that owned

them, and they  became the next generation of

servants that were bound.

In 1860 Mobile, Alabama, one businessman named

Timothy Meaher made a bet that he could smuggle a

hundred new African slaves into the United States,

even though it was against the law. No one believed

him, so he decided to prove that it could be done.

This single bar bet changed the lives of thousands of

people, and it lead to the establishment of Africatown,

Alabama.
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International Paper. He specialized in trading goods all

around the world. He owned a huge amount of land

and a lumber mill, which was used to make paper.

Large boats would carry the paper goods to other

countries. He was able to make a huge fortune off of

his business. Many parts of Europe had a shortage of

trees that they could cut down and make into paper,

but America was full of them.

As a wealthy man living in the south, Meaher would

often hear his friends grumbling about how they were

angry that they were no longer allowed to purchase

new African slaves, and they had to settle for the

ones they already had. At this point, it was over 50

years since the laws had changed, so the number of

slaves that were passed down to the new generation

of slave owners was getting smaller.

The richest men living in Mobile, Alabama would

spend their weekends in riverboat casinos drinking,

gambling, and smoking cigars. Timothy Meaher

claimed that he was so great at conducting

international trade, he could bring anything into the

country- even slaves.

Since these men were already used to high-stakes

gambling, someone bet Meaher $100,000 that he

couldn’t actually bring a hundred new African slaves
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into Alabama without getting caught. In today’s

money, that’s more like $2.5 million. Meaher accepted

the challenge. A man named Captain William Foster

worked for Meaher, and he was given the task of

taking $9,000 in gold to buy the slaves by any means

necessary. Foster hired a crew of men to help him.

Foster learned that the west African tribes were still

going to war with one another, and that there were

still opportunities to buy captured slaves. They built a

schooner called the Clotilda, and they arrived on the

shore of a country called Benin. There were thousands

of people who had been captured from various tribes

and countries. It is estimated that Foster bought 110

to 125 slaves, because his boss needed 100 to win

the bet. He thought that it was always possible that

some of them would die on the journey back to the

United States, which is why they needed to buy a few

extra. Thankfully, none of them died.

ADVERTISEMENT

MD: If You Have Dark Spots, Do This
Before Bed (It's Genius!)

Ad By Gundry MD See More

- ADVERTISEMENT -

60 Rarely Seen Photos From
1970's For Mature Audiences

O

Ad

History Daily

Search... SEARCH



ANCIENT

HISTORY

PEOPLE

AMERICAN

HISTORY

MIDDLE

AGES

HOLLYWOOD ARCHAEOLOGY
ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CyElphH2TXoDsNsTgvgKBuabYCKSYu65cn8HH264Lmque-pQXEAEg0YfSIGDJhsqH4KO0EKABvu7M-ALIAQbgAgCoAwHIA5sEqgTWAk_QD5N5HFSVp3WCZjUx0JWTtWP9-Jmu_JQyhuDTi8yUF3Jttzta3vsHWkEfpTrU_1sTuEM-Gwyptd-LB65hOHxz3k8P57HvkKYMxgcqygQhX863mN79HRbFihFxiEN9kGG-K_PO-pua1HYOlrwz-xCckV2vvYYJWgflgL1srlNMCzkZshgv-s--YMcGbFOan_VMSYdRlEIOTx6XuSKhj7_vYIwLeHOy6jKC5Dww-oBlkeDa_0o_RiC7CW6crhSW_2SHKjRJxApXPqZ3SNu5YZzBPpzLgn_QisXts9Vp_XTiBcBSJqEUS0ixWSykN4gbmHJ19IVa2nuSsL36KV3qpT9qL8LC1Eer0E2JNXC1pv0DN1pkqei9vrwdiPzPjmYArNjo2q4j7LrCblb_CVQF3hr5Bug24qkzqopXnI8jLt0HDQkEko677ix7OmNkGsPMvO0QY-ybpMAExMi33pED4AQBoAY3gAeqkbOHAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAARABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTI0Nzk1NDY5ODA5OTk4MTmxCRz1C8exczQPgAoDmAsByAsB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRondRfot0UcQYKZ6SSWYikGw&sig=AOD64_1FtHRdBAZ5p10iMGqiWX3fDsS_Bw&client=ca-pub-9685734445476814&nb=9&adurl=https://historydaily.org/rarely-seen-photos-from-the-70s-for-mature-audiences-only%3Futm_subid%3D3733457%26utm_source%3Dga_tc%26utm_medium%3Dtc%26utm_term%3Dhistorycollection.co%26utm_campaign%3D644322%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIgL6UsODj6AIVRLBPCh2BnAmLEAEYASAAEgI3mfD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CyElphH2TXoDsNsTgvgKBuabYCKSYu65cn8HH264Lmque-pQXEAEg0YfSIGDJhsqH4KO0EKABvu7M-ALIAQbgAgCoAwHIA5sEqgTWAk_QD5N5HFSVp3WCZjUx0JWTtWP9-Jmu_JQyhuDTi8yUF3Jttzta3vsHWkEfpTrU_1sTuEM-Gwyptd-LB65hOHxz3k8P57HvkKYMxgcqygQhX863mN79HRbFihFxiEN9kGG-K_PO-pua1HYOlrwz-xCckV2vvYYJWgflgL1srlNMCzkZshgv-s--YMcGbFOan_VMSYdRlEIOTx6XuSKhj7_vYIwLeHOy6jKC5Dww-oBlkeDa_0o_RiC7CW6crhSW_2SHKjRJxApXPqZ3SNu5YZzBPpzLgn_QisXts9Vp_XTiBcBSJqEUS0ixWSykN4gbmHJ19IVa2nuSsL36KV3qpT9qL8LC1Eer0E2JNXC1pv0DN1pkqei9vrwdiPzPjmYArNjo2q4j7LrCblb_CVQF3hr5Bug24qkzqopXnI8jLt0HDQkEko677ix7OmNkGsPMvO0QY-ybpMAExMi33pED4AQBoAY3gAeqkbOHAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAARABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTI0Nzk1NDY5ODA5OTk4MTmxCRz1C8exczQPgAoDmAsByAsB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRondRfot0UcQYKZ6SSWYikGw&sig=AOD64_1FtHRdBAZ5p10iMGqiWX3fDsS_Bw&client=ca-pub-9685734445476814&nb=0&adurl=https://historydaily.org/rarely-seen-photos-from-the-70s-for-mature-audiences-only%3Futm_subid%3D3733457%26utm_source%3Dga_tc%26utm_medium%3Dtc%26utm_term%3Dhistorycollection.co%26utm_campaign%3D644322%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIgL6UsODj6AIVRLBPCh2BnAmLEAEYASAAEgI3mfD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CyElphH2TXoDsNsTgvgKBuabYCKSYu65cn8HH264Lmque-pQXEAEg0YfSIGDJhsqH4KO0EKABvu7M-ALIAQbgAgCoAwHIA5sEqgTWAk_QD5N5HFSVp3WCZjUx0JWTtWP9-Jmu_JQyhuDTi8yUF3Jttzta3vsHWkEfpTrU_1sTuEM-Gwyptd-LB65hOHxz3k8P57HvkKYMxgcqygQhX863mN79HRbFihFxiEN9kGG-K_PO-pua1HYOlrwz-xCckV2vvYYJWgflgL1srlNMCzkZshgv-s--YMcGbFOan_VMSYdRlEIOTx6XuSKhj7_vYIwLeHOy6jKC5Dww-oBlkeDa_0o_RiC7CW6crhSW_2SHKjRJxApXPqZ3SNu5YZzBPpzLgn_QisXts9Vp_XTiBcBSJqEUS0ixWSykN4gbmHJ19IVa2nuSsL36KV3qpT9qL8LC1Eer0E2JNXC1pv0DN1pkqei9vrwdiPzPjmYArNjo2q4j7LrCblb_CVQF3hr5Bug24qkzqopXnI8jLt0HDQkEko677ix7OmNkGsPMvO0QY-ybpMAExMi33pED4AQBoAY3gAeqkbOHAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAARABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTI0Nzk1NDY5ODA5OTk4MTmxCRz1C8exczQPgAoDmAsByAsB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRondRfot0UcQYKZ6SSWYikGw&sig=AOD64_1FtHRdBAZ5p10iMGqiWX3fDsS_Bw&client=ca-pub-9685734445476814&nb=8&adurl=https://historydaily.org/rarely-seen-photos-from-the-70s-for-mature-audiences-only%3Futm_subid%3D3733457%26utm_source%3Dga_tc%26utm_medium%3Dtc%26utm_term%3Dhistorycollection.co%26utm_campaign%3D644322%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIgL6UsODj6AIVRLBPCh2BnAmLEAEYASAAEgI3mfD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CyElphH2TXoDsNsTgvgKBuabYCKSYu65cn8HH264Lmque-pQXEAEg0YfSIGDJhsqH4KO0EKABvu7M-ALIAQbgAgCoAwHIA5sEqgTWAk_QD5N5HFSVp3WCZjUx0JWTtWP9-Jmu_JQyhuDTi8yUF3Jttzta3vsHWkEfpTrU_1sTuEM-Gwyptd-LB65hOHxz3k8P57HvkKYMxgcqygQhX863mN79HRbFihFxiEN9kGG-K_PO-pua1HYOlrwz-xCckV2vvYYJWgflgL1srlNMCzkZshgv-s--YMcGbFOan_VMSYdRlEIOTx6XuSKhj7_vYIwLeHOy6jKC5Dww-oBlkeDa_0o_RiC7CW6crhSW_2SHKjRJxApXPqZ3SNu5YZzBPpzLgn_QisXts9Vp_XTiBcBSJqEUS0ixWSykN4gbmHJ19IVa2nuSsL36KV3qpT9qL8LC1Eer0E2JNXC1pv0DN1pkqei9vrwdiPzPjmYArNjo2q4j7LrCblb_CVQF3hr5Bug24qkzqopXnI8jLt0HDQkEko677ix7OmNkGsPMvO0QY-ybpMAExMi33pED4AQBoAY3gAeqkbOHAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB8LaG9gHAdIIBwiAARABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTI0Nzk1NDY5ODA5OTk4MTmxCRz1C8exczQPgAoDmAsByAsB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRondRfot0UcQYKZ6SSWYikGw&sig=AOD64_1FtHRdBAZ5p10iMGqiWX3fDsS_Bw&client=ca-pub-9685734445476814&nb=1&adurl=https://historydaily.org/rarely-seen-photos-from-the-70s-for-mature-audiences-only%3Futm_subid%3D3733457%26utm_source%3Dga_tc%26utm_medium%3Dtc%26utm_term%3Dhistorycollection.co%26utm_campaign%3D644322%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIgL6UsODj6AIVRLBPCh2BnAmLEAEYASAAEgI3mfD_BwE
https://historycollection.co/
https://historycollection.co/ancient-history/
https://historycollection.co/people/
https://historycollection.co/american-history/
https://historycollection.co/middle-ages/
https://historycollection.co/hollywood/
https://historycollection.co/archaeology/


4/12/2020 Africatown, Alabama Was Founded After A White Man Bet He Could Smuggle in a Hundred New African Slaves, Costing Thousands The…

https://historycollection.co/africatown-alabama-was-founded-after-a-white-man-bet-he-could-smuggle-in-a-hundred-new-african-slaves-costing-thousa… 6/9

Captain Foster knew that the authorities would be

waiting for them in Alabama. The rumors about the

bet that Meaher made on the riverboat had gone

through the town, so the authorities were searching

every boat that entered Mobile Harbor, looking for

these smuggled slaves.

Foster anchored the ship in a smaller harbor in

Mississippi near the Alabama border. He rode on

horseback to meet Timothy Meaher and let them

know the location of the Clotilda. They brought a river

steamboat over to the Clotilda, and moved the slaves

The slaves were moved to a steamboat like this one to make their way
down the Mississippi River. Credit: Wikimedia Commons
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over to the new boat. River boats went up and down

the Mississippi River all the time, and they were

usually filled with tourists or people who were looking

to have a good time. There was no reason for the

police to want to inspect a river boat.

When they arrived on the shore, Meaher burned the

boat to destroy the evidence. Remains of the wreck

still lay on the shore of Mobile Bay. Timothy Meaher

was even taken to court to answer for the crimes that

he was accused of, but but there was not enough

evidence to convict him. He got away with it.
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